WEATHERING 
READY TO RUN 
ROLLING STOCK 


STEVE AMITRANO 



► Study prototype weathering on the respective rolling stock. 

► Clean the car with warm water and dishwashing soap or Windex to 
remove any release agents and finger prints/oils. 

► Try to weather the car under the same light it will be 
displayed/operated in. 









ding the Base Color 


► You can fade the base color by using a lighter shade/hue of the original base 
color. This can be done as a wash, a filter (two color mediums applied over 
each other to create the color tone desired), or airbrushing. 


► When using these techniques it is best to do them in moderation and build up the 
tones/colors in layers verses applying too much color in one application. 


► Washes, sometimes called shading, and filters are normally done using extremely 
thinned paint and brushed on as a wash. 


► For airbrushing 10-20% paint...the rest thinner. The object is to mist on the paint. 
Give this thinner, rich mixture time to dry in-between application so it does not 
attack the piece. 


► Airbrushing a light grey color can also give the appearance of faded/sun bleached 
paint. 




Aged Wood Color 


► Natural Wood color as the base 

• Seasoned Brown 

• Light Weathered Grey 

• Dark Weathered Grey 

> Airbrush: Mist colors over the base wood color or 
dry brush 



► Rust comes in many shades depending upon the age of 
the metal and the type of metal. 

I strongly recommend you start out with a color 
similar to 


- as you build up the weathering, this bright 
orange will become more muted with each step. Using 
a medium tone rust color like Floquil Rust becomes too 
dark as the piece becomes weathered. 



Creating on Metal Roofs 


► Mask off any parts that you do not want to get silver paint on. In my 
process, the boxcar roof walk is painted with the wood colors. 


► Paint the roof a bright silver and let dry. 


► Spray wet water (a drop of dishwashing soap in a spray bottle will 
eliminate surface tension of the water) onto the silver. Then sprinkle on 
table salt while wet. If some of the salt begins to “melt” - that’s okay. Let 
the salt dry after application. Wipe the salt off any wood parts, such as 
the roof ribs, before it dries. 


► Paint the roof your desired rust color and let the paint dry. Repeat the 
salt application over the rust color and let dry. 



Boxcar Roof Painted Silver 









Salt with Wet Water 








Rust Over Dried Salt 





Adding Faded Boxcar Red Over 

Rust 





Boxcar Roof with Salt Removed 


Credit Card, old 
tooth brush and 
Flathead razor. 




Boxcar Roof Finished Minus Fine 

Cinders 



Flat black was 
feathered in to blend 
all the colors 












Creating on Metal Roofs Con’t 


► Using an old credit card or similar item, scrape the salt off the roof. 
As you do, the silver base coat and rust coat will now appear. 

► Using a fine grit sanding stick, gently smooth any of the salt left. This 
also blends any sharp unwanted edges of the paint and salt. 

► With wood parts still masked, paint the roof ribs a faded boxcar red 
color. An airbrush is perfect for this because the spray will also cover 
some of the metal between the roof ribs. Again, mist this color on 
the roof in layers to get the desired effect. 



Finishing up the Roof on the Boxcar 

► Remove the masking tape on the roof walk. 

► Mist (airbrush) flat black onto the roof walk and roof to represent 
soot and pollution. 

► Add fine grain cinders (I use clear flat) as desired. 


► Once dry, shake off any loose cinders and seal with a clear flat. I 
uses PBL Clear Flat. This product self levels itself and dries very 
quickly. 



Weathering Boxcar Individual 

Boards 


► Using Prism Pencils or other similar pencils gently color the boards to 
the colors you want. 


► You can mute the colors by using a Q-Tip by removing some of the 
color. 


► Layer different colors over each other on the board desired. Such 
as: Light Grey, Dark Grey, and a boxcar color red over the greys. 
This gives the illusion that the weathered wood is starting to show 
through the paint. 


► Airbrush your road grime colors as desired and seal with a clear flat. 



Wheels 


► Paint the wheels and axles with a flat black color mixed with rust 
color pigments. This gives the wheel surfaces’ a cruddy surface look 
verses a shinny painted wheel surface. 


► I paint the wheels with a brush while they are in the truck. I just roll it 
along with the brush touching the wheel surface. 
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Tank Car Spillage 

► Finish out all your weathering - rust, road grime, faded painted areas, etc. 

► Let dry for a least 30 days...this is important! 

► Place the tank car on a flat surface with a paper towel under it. 

► Liberally apply Low Oder Mineral Spirits to the areas you want to have spillage. 

► Using oil base paint (I use Mars Black), dab small amounts of the paint onto the 
Mineral Spirits. The Mineral Spirit will wick the paint down the sides of the car. Add 
more Mineral Spirits as necessary to get the look you want. This method also leaves 
a bit of surface crud representing oil that has trapped dirt that has blown on the car. 


► Let dry - no need to seal it. 



Tank Car Spillage 




















Stock Car Roofs 


► Paint the roof walkway your desired wood colors, and then mask. 

► Mist/Feather the paint over the base black color with weathered 
wood colors. Dry brushing also works very effectively. 

► Once done, airbrush a faded black onto the roof to blend the colors. 


► Un-mask the roof walk, add cinders and seal. 



